
WRCTV EVENTPLANNED
OHEXTYEAR'S

WorldRally
Championship could

be launched with astand.alone

competition in the grounds of

Stormontin Belfast next january.

The plan is to run a televised

shoot-outeventaroundthe

superspecialstageusedonlast
yea(srallylorthe manufacturer

teamsintheworldchampionship.

Thelikelydatelorthe launch

wouldbeSaturdayjanuary24,

fivedaysbelorethestartofRally
Ireland,roundoneorwRC2009.

Theeventisintheearly

planningstages,with

governmentsfrom both sides
oftheborder,the FlAandthe
WRC'scommercialbossISC

needingtobeinagreement

beforeRallyIrelandcanput

itsplansinto action.

Officialsfromthe event

declinedto discusstheproposed

launch,but didenjoypositive
discussionswith allofthe teams.

Subaru'smanagingdirector
RichardTaylorsaidhewas in
favourofthe idea.'Wewould

support this idea.ltwould makea

goodspectacleto getthe season

underway,but from alogistics

point olviewthe Sundaywould
beeasierthan theSaturday."

LANCERON THE LOOSE
Mitsubishi'srunofWRCGroupNsuccesscontinuedonthe
Acropolis,with AndreasAignerwinningthe P-WRCround.It
wasthefirm's 24thwin since2002- onemorethanSubaru

...........................................................................................

WILKSUNKEDWITH
WORKSSUBARUSEAT

Subarumanagingdirector

RichardTaylorsaid:"Guy'speople
havebeenintouchandhe'sa

possibilityatthemoment"

Wilks,whocurrentlycompetes
intheBritishRallyChampionship
inaworksMitsubishi,said:"lwould

welcomeanopportunitytodrivein

thatteamwithopenarms."

............................................................................................................................................................................................

IRISH ROUTEREVISED
FOR '09 WAC OPENER
RALLYIRElAHD,theopening
roundofthe2009WorldRally
Championship,isundergoing
significantroutechangesand
couldincludetwonight-time
stagesnextFebruary.

Inadditiontothetwo

Fridayeveningtests,another
alterationisthe useofa

mile-longstageonSaturday
lunchtime,whichis likelyto be
shownliveonlocaltelevision.
Theintentionisto runthis

alongacoastroad,butthe
Mullaghmoretest-usedas
thefinal stagelastyear-is
oneofjustthreeoptions.

Followingconcemsfrom
thechurch-goers,theSunday
momingstagesfromlastyear

(MarleyandFardross}will
movetoFriday.Andtheday-
onetests(Geevagh,Arigna
andLoughGiiOwillrunon
Sundaymoming.

Friday'sloopwillinclude
onenewstageinCountyCavan
andtheBencroystagewillbe
lengthened.Theseconddayof
therallyremainsthesameas
lastseason.Orumshanbois

theonlystagefrom2007not
included innextyear'sroute.

Asourcewithinthe

organisingteamsaid:"We're
veryexcited abouttheroute
-particularly thenightstages.
Wehavealsoretainedthe

fifty-fifty split northand
southofthe border."

BRITAIN'SGUYWilkshasbeen
finkedVrithadriveintheSubaru

Woild RallyTeamlaterthisseason.
Wilksandhismanagement

havebeenindiscussionswithSWRT

forthepast12monthsandifs

hopedtheOarlingtondrivercould

stepaboardanImprezaWRC200B

inthesecondhalfoftheyear.

IN BRIEF

"" LOEBPLAYSITSAFE
W Four-timeworld champion SebastienLoebtook
part in anFlAinitiative to raiseawarenessofBectronic

StabilityControl(Ese) onroadscarsduringtheAcropolis
Rallyweekend.LoebdroveaCitroenC2roadcarwith Ese
switchedon through acoursenearthe serviceparkatTatoi,

before repeating the exercisewith the systemswitchedoff.

He said:"You neverknowwhatcanhappenon the road.

99 percent ofdriversarenot usedto the carsliding. ESC
works25 times per secondto help avoidthis."

O SNIJERS: FIVE YPRES WINS?
Former European champion PatrickSnijers

has been selected to drive the BFGoodrich-backed

PeugeoU07 S20000nthe Ypres Rally, a round of

the IRC.Snijerswas selected from 55 entrants forthe

prizedrive. The Belgian said: "I wanttothankall of

those people who voted for me. My aim is to become

the first persontowin Ypresfivetimes:

OFIVECOMMIT TO YPRES
TheYpresRallywillbethefirstiRC event contested

by all fivemanufacturers-Abarth, Mitsubishi, Peugeot.

HondaandVolkswagen-afterVW confirmed a braceof
POioSuper2000 carshavebeen enteredfor BemdCasier

and RaphaelAuquierontheJune evenl

OJUHO'S FALL FROM GRACE
ProductionCarWorldRallyChampionship

driverJuhoHanninensufferedaneventworth
forgetting on lastweek'sAcropolis.TheFinnlooked
setto collecthissecondsuccessoftheseasonwhen

hesufferedpowersteeringproblemsinSS11.That
wasbadenough,buthisagonywascompiledwhen
the recoverytruck takinghisMitsubishibackto
serviceplungedoff theroadandendedup30
metresdownabank.

OSNEAK PREVIEW IN GERMANY
Theorganisersofthis yea(s RallyeDeutschlandhave

filmed the entire routeofthe Trier-basedeventandwill be

sendingthe footage on DVDto all competitors for Augusfs

asphalt round of the WRt The ideaisto makethe recce

easierforthose driverswho haven't competed in Germany

previously-and to offerall the crewsthe chanceto look

atthe newstagesinduded in this yea(sitinerary.

A WILSON'SRIDE
V MatthewWilson issure his Land's EndtoJohn

O'Groatscycle ride inJunewili help him in the second
halfofthe WRCseason. Wilson, who makes the 960-

mile ride with co-driverScottMartin in aid of charity,

said: "The psychology of getting up and knowing

there's 100 milesto do every day is goingto be tough,

butl'm sure itwill help me when it comes to the WRC:
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