WRC TV EVENT PLANNED

NEXTYEAR'S
World Rally
Championship could

belaunchedwithastand-alone
competitioninthe grounds of
Stormont in Belfast next January.
Theplanistorunatelevised
shoot-out eventaround the
superspecial stage used on last
year'srallyforthe manufacturer

teamsin the world championship.

The likely date forthe launch
would be Saturday January 24,
five days before the start of Rally
Ireland, round one of WRC2009.

Theeventisinthe early
planning stages, with
governments from both sides
afthe border, the FlAand the
WRC's commercial bossISC
needingto bein agreement
before Rally Ireland can put
itsplansinto action.

Officials from the event
declined to discuss the proposed
launch, butdid enjoy positive
discussionswith all ofthe teams.

Subaru's managing director
Richard Taylorsaid hewasin
favourofthe idea. “We would
supportthisidea. ltwould make a

good spectacle to getthe season
underway, butfrom alogistics
pointofviewthe Sundaywould
beeasierthan the Saturday.”

Stormont could hosta
TV spectacle next year

LANCER ON THE LOOSE

Mitsubishi’s run of WRC Group N success continued on the
Acropolis, with Andreas Aigner winning the P-WRC round. It
was the firm’s 24th win since 2002 — one more than Subaru

WILKS LINKED WITH

BRITAIN'S GUY Wilks has been
linked with a drive in the Subaru
WorldRally Team later this season.
Wilks and his management
harebeen indiscussionswith SNRT
forthe past 12 monthsandit's
hoped the Darlington driver could
stepaboard an ImprezaWRC2008
inthesecond half of the year,

Subarumanaging director
Richard Taylor said: “Guy’s people
havebeenintouchandhe'sa
possibility at the moment.”

Wilks, who currently competes
inthe British Rally Championship
inaworks Mitsubishi, said: “l would
welcome an opportunity to drive in
thatteamwith openarms.”

RALLY IRELAND, the opening
round ofthe 2009 World Rally
Championship, isundergoing
significantroute changesand
couldincludetwo night-time
stagesnext February.
Inadditiontothetwo
Friday eveningtests, another
alterationistheuse ofa
mile-longstage on Saturday
lunchtime, whichis likely to be
shownlive on local television.
Theintentionisto runthis
alongacoastroad, butthe
Mullaghmoretest—usedas
thefinalstage lastyear—is
oneofjustthreeoptions.
Following concernsfrom

thechurch-goers, the Sunday
: momingstagesfromlastyear

WORKS SUBARU SEAT

IRISHROUTEREVISED
FOR'09 WRC OPENER

(Marleyand Fardross) will
move to Friday. And the day-
onetests(Geevagh, Arigna
and Lough Gill) will runon
Sunday morning.
Friday’sloopwillinclude
onenewstagein County Cavan
and the Bencroy stagewill be
lengthened. The second day of
therallyremainsthe same as
lastseason. Drumshanbois
theonlystagefrom 2007 not
includedin nextyear'sroute.
Asourcewithinthe
organising team said: “We’re
veryexcited aboutthe route
—particularly the night stages.
Wehavealsoretainedthe
fifty-fifty splitnorthand
southofthe border.”

" Treland hasrevisedits

route for the'09 opener

ACROPOLIS TO MOVE FROM ATHENS

AFTERJUST three yearsin
Athens, the Acropolis Rally
willmove backto Lamiain
| central Greece fornextyear.
|  Thestagesonlastweek's
i seventhround oftheWorld
| RallyChampionshipwere
criticised forbeing too

rough, whichispart of the
reasonforthe move. Thereis
alsoenvironmental pressure
fromthe World Wildlife
Foundation (WWF) forthe
eventtoavoid thestages
inthe Pamitha mountain

region. The organisers had to
shelve thefirstthree miles of
theAvonlasstageinthisarea
afterthe WWF discovered
endangered speciesinthe
regiontherallywouldbe
runningthrough.
GreekdriverArisVovos,
whohastackled 14 Acropolis
Rallies, said: “Whenthisrally
movedtoAthens, forthelast
threeyears, itwasnotavery
successfuldecision. That's
todowiththe quality of
stages.Around here the

stagesarerough, the
mountainroadsarevery
rocky and notingood
condition. Lamia hasbetter
stagesand more spectators.
Themove backto Lamiawill
beacleverdecision.”

The organisers ofthe
eventalso came underfire
forthe use of amilitary
airbaseforthe service park.
Fordteam principal Malcolm
Wilson’scommentswere
typical ofthoseacrossthe
service park.

“Afewyearsagothiswas
votedthebesteventandwe
werestandinginapacked
OlympicStadium watching
the superspecial,” said
Wilson. “Howisitthatwe’'ve
endeduphere?Thereare
nospectatorshereandno
atmosphere. There’stalk
of Lamianextyear, butwe
allwanttofindasolution
tostayinAthens.”

Adecisionregarding
therally’sfuture will be
madeinSeptember.

» Loeh could probably
win the WRC in this C2!
2

LOEBPLAYS IT SAFE

Four-time world champion Sebastien Loeb took
partinan FlAinitiative to raise awareness of Electronic
Stability Control (ESC) on roads cars during the Acropolis
Rallyweekend. Loeb drove a Citroen C2 road carwith ESC
switched on through a course nearthe service park at Tatoi,
befare repeating the exercise with the system switched off.
He said: “You never knowwhat can happen on the road.
99 percentof drivers are not usedto the carsliding. ESC
works 25 times per second to help avoid this.”

SNIJERS: FIVE YPRES WINS?

Former European champion Patrick Snijers
hasbeenselected to drive the BFGoodrich-backed
Peugeot 207 52000 on the Ypres Rally, around of
theIRC. Snijers was selected from 55 entrantsforthe
prize drive. The Belgian said: “l want to thankall of
those people who voted for me. My aimis to become
the first person towin Ypresfive times.”

FIVECOMMIT TO YPRES

The Ypres Rallywill be the first IRC event contested
byallfive manufacturers—Abarth, Mitsubishi, Peugeat,
Honda andVolkswagen—after VW confirmed a brace of
PoloSuper2000 cars have been enteredfor Bernd Casier
and Raphael Auguier onthe June event.

JUHO'SFALL FROM GRACE

Production CarWorld Rally Championship
driverJuho Hanninen suffered an eventworth
forgetting on lastweek’s Acropolis. The Finn looked
settocollecthissecond success of the seasonwhen
he suffered power steering problemsin $511. That
was bad enough, but his agony was compiled when
the recovery trucktaking his Mitsubishibackto
service plunged offthe road and ended up 30
metresdowna bank.

SNEAKPREVIEWINGERMANY

The organisers of this year's Rallye Deutschland have
filmed the entire route of the Trier-based event and will be
sending the footage on DVD toall competitors for August’s
asphaltround of the WRC. The idea s to make the recce
easierforthose driverswho haven’t competed in Germany
previously—and to offerall the crews the chance to look
atthe newstagesincluded inthisyearsitinerary.

WILSON'SRIDE

Matthew Wilson is sure hisLand’s End to John
0’Groatscycle rideinJunewill help himin the second
halfofthe WRC season. Wilson, who makes the 960-
mile ride with co-driver Scott Martinin aid of charity,
said: “The psychology of getting up and knowing
there’s 100 milesto do every dayis going to be tough,
but’'msureitwill help me whenit comes to the WRC.”

Wilson will cycle the
length of the UK in June
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